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NY Regional 2010 Census Partnership Dialogues with African Federation Inc.

on Impact of 2010 Census on African Immigrant Communities

NEW YORK, NY, December 8--  Members of the New York Census Bureau’s 2010 Partnership team have made an important connection with the African Federation, Inc. (AFI), the national African intermediary based in New York City.  Both groups are reaching out to NY’s African immigrant community to drum up support for participation in the 2010 Census.  As it has successfully done in several cities across the country, the African Federation has invited  leading African immigrant organizations to come together with community stakeholders around this topic and other relevant issues during an education forum entitled, “Census 2010 and Comprehensive Immigration Reform: The Role and Its Impact on African Immigrants in the United States.”  The event will be held on Saturday, December 12, 2009 from 1:00  – 5:00 p.m. at City College in New York’s Aronow Theatre located at 136th and Convent Ave. in Manhattan. 

Panelists will include Benjamin Afrifa, Chairman  of the African Federation, Inc., Lester A. Farthing, New York Census Bureau Regional Director, Congresswoman Yvette Clarke (D –Brooklyn) , State Senator Bill Perkins (D-Manhattan), Councilmember Robert Jackson (D-Manhattan), Stacey Cumberbatch, Coordinator, NYC 2010 Census Office, John Flateau, NYS Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, among others. 

The forum is actually a major component of AFI’s National African Diaspora Mobilization Project (NADMP) that seeks to coordinate and drive national African grassroots to advocate issues that affect African immigrants, build alliances with native and other immigrant groups, and increase the civic participation of Africans in the socio-eco-political and cultural systems and processes of the United States. NADMP is leading the “Count Us In” Campaign, a 12-state, 12-city tour to mobilize, outreach  and educate African immigrant communities in the United States on the importance of the 2010 Census, how it impacts them, and other related issues.   
AFI is a partner of the Unity Diaspora 2010 Coalition (UDC), a newly formed consortium including The African Federation, Inc., the National Coalition on Black Civic Participation and the Institute on Caribbean Studies, both based in Washington, DC.  UDC is working in Black communities to forge an agenda for a complete and accurate 2010 Census count and to advocate for fair representation, voting rights and funding for communities. 

“Encouraging African immigrants to participate in the 2010 Census would not only promote democratic participation, but would also serve as a first step in a long-term process of civic engagement,” says Benjamin Afrifa, Chairman, African Federation, Inc.  “The Census would not only tell us how many we are, it also would tell us who we are, where we are, how we are, and where and to whom political power and socio-economic capital will be distributed.” 

“We recognize that the message we bring about the 2010 Census to our African communities needs to address any apprehensions that may exist about filling out a census questionnaire,” says Lester Farthing Regional Director NY Census Bureau. “In our conversations with the communities we serve, we explain how personal information collected from the census is protected by law under Title 13 U.S. Code and how that information can not be shared with any other government agencies or law enforcement.  Equally important to note is that the Census Bureau counts everyone regardless of status, citizens and non-citizens alike.” 

Participation in the 2010 Census is an important civic opportunity. The 2010 Census will be one of the shortest questionnaires in recent history and is scheduled to arrive by mail at households nationwide in March 2010. The population count will determine how $400 billion in federal funds will be allocated to states. As mandated by the Constitution, the data will also determine the number of seats each state holds in the House of Representatives and how legislative lines will be drawn locally.

“ We want to encourage our community to fill out and mail back the census questionnaire. If for some reason, you miss the deadline (mid-April) please cooperate with census takers who may need to visit your home to ensure that you are counted in the 2010 Census,”  adds Mr. Afrifa. 

###

Editor’s note: More information, fact sheets and multimedia are available on the Census Bureau’s web site. Go to http://www.2010 Census.gov. For more information about the New York Region’s 2010 Partnership Program, call 212-356-3100. To learn more about African Federation, Inc. visit: www.africanfed.org. 
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