AFRICAN FEDERATION, INC

NATIONAL AFRICAN DIASPORA MOBILIZATION PROJECT (NADMP)

NATIONAL PUBLIC EDUCATION CAMPAIGN ON CENSUS 2010
“COUNT US IN” 
Introduction and Background
The African Federation, Inc.  (AFI), on July 11, 2009, launched a national, twelve-state, twelve city campaign to mobilize and educate the African immigrant communities in the United States on the 2010 Census and related activities. The campaign is a major component of AFI’s National African Diaspora Mobilization Project (NADMP). NADMP, which began in 2006, seeks to mobilize African immigrants into a collective to advocate issues that affect their lives, influence U.S, foreign policy toward Africa, and ensure that African immigrants actively participate in the political system and process. 
The U.S. Census Bureau in 2000 reported that 1.5 million Africans lived in the United States, representing 3% of the total foreign-born population of 32 million (U.S. Census Bureau, 2000). The United Nation’s International of Migration (IOM) in 2005, however, estimated 3-4 million African immigrants, suggesting an undercount of the communities in the 2000 census. Others have attributed the seeming undercount to factors including distrust of government on the use of census information following recent federal, state, and local anti-immigrant measures and an increasing number of work-site immigration raids along with other government-sponsored dragnets, targeting immigrants, among others, for immigration arrests and deportation. (U.S. Census Bureau, 2000; IOM, 2005). This census-immigration related concern is now more real following the “September 11, 2001” terrorists attack on the United States of America and other associated activities that has heightened national security concerns and pre-occupied the authorities. The education campaign is therefore designed to educate the community, assuage their fears on any unscrupulous use of census information that may negatively impact their residence in the United States. 
Importance of the Census

AFI has identified the 2010 Census as a priority for grassroots-led democratic participation. The census is extremely important in that it not only tells us how many we are, it also tell us who we are, where we are, how we are, and where and to whom political power and socio-economic capital will be distributed. The goal is to increase participation of African immigrants in the United States in the 2010 Census to avoid the risk of being undercounted. We believe that encouraging African immigrants to participate in the 2010 Census would not only promote democratic participation, but would also serve as a first step in longer-term process of civic engagement. 
African Immigrants in the United States-An Abridged Overview

Since the end of colonial rule, many Africans have left the continent for other parts of the world. It was estimated that during the 1980s, over 10 percent of Africa’s population of about 350 million was living outside their country of origin, both in and outside Africa. From a historical perspective, post-slavery emigration from Africa to the United States is a recent development as Africans have historically gravitated to countries that had colonial or cultural links to the continent (e.g. Britain, France, Belgium, and Portugal).  This pattern has, however, changed in recent years. In addition to the traditional destinations, Africans have traveled to Italy, the Scandinavian, the Netherlands, Israel, Japan, Austria, Middle Eastern countries, Canada and the United States.

Researchers have in the past noted that the propensity for Africans to migrate is influenced by a large degree of push and pull factors. Push and pull factors suggest that people migrate because they are pushed by from their former location by factors including political, social, and economic, among others, while the pull factors include availability of employment and freedom from political persecution, the lack of inhumane cultural practices, educational opportunities, among others, serve as pull factors luring Africans to migrate.  

Africans and people of African descent have been migrating to the United States for centuries-both under voluntary or involuntary conditions and circumstances. The historic African Diaspora in the United States was the result of economic as well as political factors within the context of the European slave trade. However, it’s important to note that the continuation of the internal and external slave trade following the various countries’ independence from Europe was largely predicated on political factors. The contemporary African Diaspora is the result of the political process that was heavily influenced by the historic African Diaspora.

According to the 2000 census, the total number of Black or African Americans in the US is 34,658,190.  16,465,185 are male, and 18,193,005 are women.  Those who are Black or African American in combination only are a total of 1,761,244, with 850,148 males and 911,096 females.  Those who are Black or African American alone or in combination are a total of 36,419,464.  Of these, 17,315,333 are male, and 19,104,101 are female.  Out of these, African immigrants in the United States number a total of 1,781,877.  This figure excludes Africans of Arab descent and West Indians number 1,869,504. Unfortunately, the figures for African and West Indian immigrants do not provide information on gender.  In addition, this data does not tell us whether or not undocumented immigrants are included.

The African Diaspora is comprised of two categories: (i) people of African heritage who

“involuntarily” migrated to North America, Europe, the Caribbean, Brazil, and Latin-America; (ii) people of recent ‘voluntary’ migration from Africa. The official estimate of documented ‘voluntary’ African immigrants in North America is about 3 million, 282,600 in Canada, and 1.7 million in Europe. (U.S. Census, 2000; International Office of Migration (IOM) Migration Report 2005.)  While census data do not allow for an examination of the reasons for migration, the economic and political characteristics of immigrant sending countries of black Africa are Nigeria, Ghana, Egypt, and Ethiopia. In terms of national origin of Africans in the United States the largest sending countries are Nigeria (17.8%); Egypt (13.8%); South Africa (10.4%); Ghana (6.0%); Liberia (3.6%); and Kenya (2.9%). ((U.S. Census, 2000)
The major immigrant gateway States including: New York; California; Texas; Washington DC and Metro area; Minnesota, Ohio, Georgia, Massachusetts, Florida, Rhode Island, and Illinois, also serve as destination states for African immigrants. The geographic origin of the reported 1.5 million African immigrants in the United States is distributed as follows: Western Africa- 36%; Eastern Africa 24%; Northern Africa 22%; Southern Africa-8%; Unclassified-7% and Central Africa 3%. (The Western Journal of Black Studies, March 2002). 

Why the Campaign?  
The overarching goal of the campaign is to increase the participation of Africans in the census exercise to avoid the risk of being undercounted. However, we are concerned that given the recent federal, state, and local anti-immigrant measures and an increasing number of work-site immigration raids and other government-sponsored dragnets, immigrants, including Africans, many African immigrants may not participate in the census. The campaign is therefore designed to educate the African immigrant communities on the importance of participation in the 2010 census so as to:

· Ensure an accurate census count of African immigrants in the 2010 Census through community education about the importance of the census and redistricting process, the overall timeline, and what the implication are for African immigrant communities in the United States.

· Ensure that issues facing African immigrants with regards to the Census and immigration reform and opportunities for building strategic alliances to address these needs by sharing up-to-date information on immigration reform movement in the United States

· Develop plans to integrate short and long-term strategies for tracking the impact of the census count and immigration reform and to map a coordinated campaign strategy to create awareness to African immigrants’ unique needs.  

· Reduce an undercount of the African immigrant population in the twelve African immigrant gateway cities;

· Obtain a full or complete count of the African immigrant population by ensuring that the census survey forms are completed in full;  

· Ensure an accurate count of Africans by reducing challenges such as double-counting; 

· Increase the response and return rates of the census survey of Africans immigrants; and,

· Ensure the de-classification of African immigrants as “hard-to-count” population.  

· Provide network leaders at the local and state levels with the resources needed to implement grassroots community outreach and form partnerships with state, local and county agencies to ensure a fair and accurate census count and redistricting process in 2010 and 2011. 

· Ensure that a significant number of African immigrants are appointed to regional and local “Complete Count Committees” and many are also hired as Census Enumerators who, besides being compensated, would become advocates for the community on census and related issues.
· To ensure an accurate census count of African immigrants in the 2010 Census through community education about the importance of the census and redistricting process, the overall timeline, and what the implication are for African immigrant communities in the United States.

· Ensure that issues facing African immigrants with regards to the Census and immigration reform and opportunities for building strategic alliances to address these needs by sharing up-to-date information on immigration reform movement in the United States

· Develop plans to integrate short and long-term strategies for tracking the impact of the census count and immigration reform and to map a coordinated campaign strategy to create awareness to African immigrants’ unique needs.  

    In the process, AFI has joined forces with other national and regional movements the prominent of which is the National Coalition of Black Civic Participation (NCBCP), a Washington, DC-based network of organizations that represents the major segments of the Black population (African-American, African immigrants; Afro-Caribbean; and Afro-Latino) in the United States. NCBCP’s overarching goal is to increase the Black count in the census. We have also partnered with the U.S. Census Bureau to provide logistical support in the education campaign. The Census Bureau, through its outreach communication strategy, has targeted and recognized ethnic media of and organizations that serve immigrant communities as key partners in disseminating Census materials and outreach to those communities. 
    The education campaign was launched on July 11, 2009, in July in Minneapolis, (MN) and the rest of the cities are Atlanta (GA); Boston (MA); Columbus (OH); Chicago (IL); Houston (TX); Los Angeles (CA); New York (NY); Philadelphia (PA); Providence (RI); Seattle (WA); and Washington (DC) and Metro area. These cities are the major gateways with heavy concentration of African immigrants. Due to limited resources, the campaign will be limited to the geographic areas listed above. However, it will be extended to other locations when additional resources become available.  

Outreach Plan 

The Campaign’s marketing approach, among others, would include: 
· Sending invitation letters to organizations in target cities; 
· Issuing a press/news release in the ethnic African immigrant media to the general African community organizations, social services, mosques, churches, among others, about the meeting; 
· Developing fliers, brochures, etc. for wider distribution in the African communities; 
· Placing advertisements in ethnic and community newspapers and publications.  
· Disseminating census related information via listservs and in other electronic formats

· Posting census related information on AFI’s website 

· Post census and related “frequently asked questions (FQS) on our website 

· Create and send email and media alerts 
· Send out media advisories and organize press conferences before or after each forum
· Making use of key events on community calendars such as national day celebrations, annual picnics, etc.

· Distribute materials in culturally appropriate local languages including French and Swahili, etc.

Post-Campaign Public Education Plan 
To ensure that the broader public is informed about AFI’s work, the project will do two things.  We will develop and make available for public consumption a draft report that summarizes the meeting deliberations and recommendations for next steps.  At the very least, this report will be made available on-line through AFI’s website and would be distribution to our major stakeholders.  
Implementation Process 
AFI will engage a consultant to assist the Board of Directors to plan, implement, and monitor the forums. The consultant will also work closely with the leaders of AFI networks in the target cities to ensure that inputs from the communities are incorporated into all facets of the forums to ensure full participation of the community. Central to the session is the campaign is the belief that not only will the community attend the forums in greater numbers, but will ask all the pertinent questions that are of concern for them. 
Schedule of Events

Minneapolis (MN) – July 11, 2009

Philadelphia (PA) - August 1, 2009 

Houston (TX) - September 5, 2009

Los Angeles (CA) - September 19, 2009 

Atlanta (GA)- September 20, 2009

Columbus (OH)- September 26, 2009

Providence (RI) - October 3, 2009
Washington (DC)- December 5, 2009

New York (NY) – December 12, 2009
Boston (MA)- TBD

Seattle (WA) – TBD
Chicago (IL) -TBD

Indicators of Success and Deliverables

Short-Term Indicators of Success: 

· Positive response and active participation by the African immunities, as reflected in evaluations collected during each event and the census.

· Coming out of the meetings, a clear understanding of roles and responsibilities on the part of participants and with respect to Census 2010.

· A concise list of lessons learned and guiding principles that would be incorporated into AFI’s National African Diaspora Mobilization Project and its strategies.
· A “Strategic Report on the Unique Needs of the African immigrant Communities on the Census 2010 ”
Long-Term Indicators of Success
AFI will use the following long-term indicators of success:
· Continuation of AFI initiatives on Census 2010 and redistricting process.
· Dissemination of meeting results, guiding principles and lessons learned to AFI membership and stakeholders.
· Securing commitments from donors/funders to commit to investing in the work of AFI.

African Federation, Inc. in brief
The African Federation Inc. was established in 2005 with the goal to encourage collaboration among the vast African immigrant community in the United States and increase the operating capacity of African serving organizations. Earlier attempts had been made toward the establishment of a national network of African organizations, but never before have African immigrants in the United States been able to leverage their collective efforts to improve the lives of their communities and advocate for them on a local and national level.  Thus, AFI’s formation was the culmination of several years of trial and error in the area of community building. Led by a team of African immigrants, the present alliance of over one-hundred community based organizations created a momentum and depth of commitment among members that far exceeded the organization’s expectations.
Conclusion

AFI’s initiative aims to improve the counting of African immigrants in the United States. It focuses specifically on the cities which have significant concentration of Africans residents. It aims to ensure the community not only would return the census survey so as to increase the response rate but would also accurately count the members of the households. As stated earlier, the census is extremely important for AFI as we believe that encouraging African immigrants to participate in the 2010 Census would promote democratic participation and also serve as a first step in longer-term process of civic engagement which has far-reaching political and socio-economic consequences.      

We are new to this process and line of work. However, with the extensive network and goodwill that AFI has developed in the African immigrant communities over the years, we are prepared to engage the community to be active and key participants in the 2010 census process. The significant lessons learned and experiences with monitoring the census process, electoral redistricting process, and partnering with local, state and national organizations, will later inform the development of our advocacy, outreach, and communications plans.

Principal author:
Benjamin Afrifa, Chairman

Board of Directors, African Federation, Inc.

July 28, 2009
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June 30, 2009

228 Park Ave S, Suite 25965

New York, NY 10003

646-863-5880/646-302-4667

Dear All:

The African Federation, Inc. (AFI), in collaboration with The Ghanaian Association of Minnesota, The Somali Action Alliance, The Federation of Somali Community of Minnesota, Organization of Liberians in Minnesota, The Ethiopian Association of Minnesota, The Nigerian Association of Minnesota, African Community Services, The Gambian Association of Minnesota, The Sierra Leone Association of Minnesota, and many others, is pleased to invite you and your organization to a conference of African-serving organizations in the Greater Minneapolis-St. Paul area.  It will be held on Saturday, July, 11, 2009, at the Center for Families, 3333 North Fourth Street, Minneapolis, MN 55412 from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  The conference is free.  Lunch will be served.  Registration is from 1:00-2:00pm, and the program runs from 2:00 – 6:00pm.  The theme of the conference is: “Immigration Reform and 2010 Census: The Role of and Impact on African Immigrants”, funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York and the Four Freedoms Fund (FFF), which aims to share information on immigration reform and the 2010 Census with the African immigrant communities in the United States. The objectives of the conference are:

· To ensure an accurate census count of African immigrants in the 2010 Census through community education about the importance of the census and redistricting process, the overall timeline, and what the implication are for African immigrant communities in the United States.

· Ensure that issues facing African immigrants with regards to the Census and immigration reform and opportunities for building strategic alliances to address these needs by sharing up-to-date information on immigration reform movement in the United States

· Develop plans to integrate short and long-term strategies for tracking the impact of the census count and immigration reform and to map a coordinated campaign strategy to create awareness to African immigrants’ unique needs.  

Expected outcomes of this Conference are to produce:
· A “Strategic Report on the Unique Needs of the African immigrant Communities on the Census 2010 and Immigration Reform” and;

· A Community Organizing Program for African-serving groups in Minnesota.
You will enjoy meeting other African leaders from throughout the state.  And will learn about efforts to build a unified and vibrant African community in the Greater Minneapolis-St. Paul Area, through the African Federation, Inc.  We look forward to your active participation in this very important conference.  Please RSVP latest by Friday, July, 10, 2009 at afriben1016@yahoo.com.  For any other inquiries, please feel free to contact Amina Arte at 507-202-5444.  

Benjamin Kwasi Afrifa, Chairman of the Board of Directors, African Federation, Inc., New York
Program of Activity

African Federation, Inc.

National African Diaspora Mobilization Project (NADMP)

Forum on Census 2010 & Immigration Reform  

Location:  
Center for Families, 3333 North Fourth Street, Minneapolis, MN 55412 
Date:

Saturday, July 11, 2009 
Program 

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm       
Registration & Lunch  

2:00 pm - 2:05 pm
Welcome & Introductions- Mr. Kwami Ahelegbe, President, The 



Ghanaian Association of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN

2:05 pm - 2:10 pm 
Introducing the African Federation, Inc.-Benjamin Afrifa, Chairman, 



Board of Directors, African Federation, Inc., New York, NY

2:10 pm- 2:15 pm
Remarks: Wangari Mugo, Local Government Liaison, State of 



Minnesota Demographic Center, Minneapolis, MN 
2:15 pm – 3:15 pm
Census 2010 Updates–
Brett Buckner, Partnership Specialist, U.S. Census Bureau, Regional Office, St. Paul, MN

3:15 pm - 3:25 pm 
Break
3:25 pm- 4:30 pm
Updates: National Immigration Reform Campaign: Dawn Mabery, 



National Immigration Forum, Washington, DC

4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Formulating The Black Community Agenda on the 2010 Census: 



Moderator: Melanie L. Campbell, Exec. Dir., National Coalition on Black Civic Participation, Inc., Washington, DC (filled in by Benjamin Afrifa) 
5:30 pm - 5:35 pm
Closing Remarks & Next Steps-Benjamin Afrifa, Chairman, Board of



Directors, African Federation, Inc.

5:35 pm -6:00 pm
Networking and Socializing
Conference of African Serving Organizations at


The Center for Families 


3333 North Fourth Street


Minneapolis, MN 55412


Saturday, July 11, 2009


2:00 pm – 6:00pm
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